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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 7-30, 47-59, 61 are pending for examination. 

2. The updated claims filed 4/19/2004 have been accepted for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. Initialed and dated copies of Applicant's IDS forms 1449, filed 4/19/2004, 
5/28/2004, and 1 1/09/2004 are attached to the instant Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. For an invention to be statutory, an invention 
must disclose a "useful, tangible, and concrete result". The claimed invention as a whole 
must be useful and accomplish a practical application. That is, it must produce a "useful, 
concrete and tangible result." State Street, 149 F.3d at 1373-74, 47 USPQ2d at 1601- 
02. The purpose of this requirement is to limit patent protection to inventions that 
possess a certain level of "real world" value, as opposed to subject matter that 
represents nothing more than an idea or concept, or is simply a starting point for future 
investigation or research (Brenner v. Manson, 383 U.S. 519, 528-36, 148 USPQ 689, 
693-96 (1966)); In re Fisher, 421 F.3d 1365, 76 USPQ2d 1225 (Fed. Cir. 2005); In re 
Ziegler, 992 F.2d 1197, 1200-03, 26 USPQ2d 1600, 1603-06 (Fed. Cir. 1993)). 
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Claim 17 recites the limitation "an update manager for managing an update of the 
structured document using an updated minimum element of the structured document, 
the updated minimum element including an updated portion of the structured 
document". The claim fails to produce a useful, concrete, or tangible result. Rather, an 
update manager uses the updated minimum element to manage updates, without 
providing a concrete, useful, and tangible result to the user of the invention. There is no 
following step that shows a result of the managing of updated data. Therefore the claim 
is rendered non-statutory. Proper correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 17-30, 47-59, 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bodnaret al. (US Patent 6,295,541 B1) in view of Benson et al. (US 
Patent 6,202,085 B1) 

As per claim 17, Bodnar teaches "A structured document processing system" 
(see Abstract) "comprising a network composed of a server device and a plurality of 
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client devices," (Figure 2 and column 10 lines 23-63, wherein clients are shown in 
communication with a synchronizer in a main PC) "the server device storing a structured 
document composed of a plurality of elements which are hierarchically structured," 
(Figure 2 reference 32, 37, and column 1 1 lines 26-49, wherein a Synchronizer dataset 
stores the most up-to-date data for a document) "each of the elements being a 
constituent unit of the structured document," (Figure 5C and column 20 lines 24-38, 
wherein each element of a document is mapped and tracked by the Synchronizer) 

"the server device comprising: an update manager for managing an update of the 
structured document using an updated minimum element of the structured document, 
the updated minimum element including an updated portion of the structured 
document." (Figures 5B, 5C and column 19 line 55 - column 20 line 21, wherein a 
record fiie is mapped individually) 

Bodnar does not teach "each of the client devices storing a duplication of the 
structured document". Benson teaches "each of the client devices storing a duplication 
of the structured document" (column 13 lines 31-56, wherein a local copy of a document 
is stored by a data replication system). It would have been obvious at the time of the 
invention for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Bodnar's system to synchronize 
data between a synchronizer server and clients with Benson 's method of synchronizing 
exact copies of data from sources to synchronizing clients. This would give the user the 
advantage of improving access time and performance by being more exact with the 
changes to the document, speeding up synchronization. The motivation for doing so 
would be to provide a generalized synchronization model, (column 3 lines 39-48) 
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As per claim 18, Bodnar teaches "the server device further comprises a 
transmission section, the update manager instructing the transmission section to 
transmit an updated minimum element of the structured document to a client device 
when the structured document has been updated. (Figure 9A reference 910 and column 
11-37, wherein client accessors provide communication with clients and are directed by 
a synchronizer core to transmit data at updating). 

As per claim 19, Bodnar teaches "the server device further comprises a 
transmission section, the update manager instructing the transmission section to 
transmit update information to a client device when the structured document has been 
updated, the update information including identification information identifying an 
updated minimum element of the structured document" (Figure 9A reference 910, 
Figure 10A reference 1002, and column 11-37, wherein client accessors provide 
communication with clients and are directed by a synchronizer core to transmit data at 
updating as identified by records). 

As per claim 20, Bodnar teaches "the update manager manages the update of 
the structured document using an update time at which the update of the structured 
document occurs, wherein, when an update occurs at the node, the update manager 
instructing the transmission section to transmit update information to a client device, the 
update information including the update time." (Figure 10B, 10C, and column 41 lines 
33-56) 
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As per claim 21, Bodnar teaches "when a client device receives the update 
information from the server device, the client device updates the structured document 
stored therein based on the update information received. " (column 42 lines 41-58) 

As per claim 22, Bodnar teaches "each of the client devices comprises: a 
comparator for comparing the update time of the update information received is later 
than an updated time of the structured document currently stored therein;" (Figure 7C 
and column 25 lines 12-35) 

"and a transmission controller for requesting transfer of an updated minimum 
element of the structured document when the update time of the update information 
received is later than the updated time of the structured document currently stored 
therein." (column 42 lines 42-55) 

As per claim 23, Bodnar teaches "the update manager transmits an updated 
minimum element of the structured document to a client device at a plurality of 
predetermined times." (Figure 10C reference 1019 and column 40 lines 45-53) 

As per claim 24, Bodnar teaches "the update manager transmits update 
information to the client device at a plurality of predetermined times, the update 
information including identification information identifying an updated minimum element 
of the structured document." (Figure 10C, column 40 lines 13-53) 

As per claim 25, Bodnar teaches "the update manager manages the update of 
the structured document using an update time at which the update of the structured 
document occurs, the update information further includes the update time." (Figure 10B, 
column 39 lines 46-67) 
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As per claim 26, Benson teaches "a gateway server device performing protocol 
processing between the server device and each of the client devices," (Figure 2 
reference 34 and column 10 lines 35-53) 

"wherein the server device transmits update information indicating that the 
structured document is updated to the gateway server device," (column 1 1 lines 5-18) 
"wherein the gateway server device comprises: an structured document manager 
for managing the duplication of the structured document stored in the client 
device;" (Figure 2 reference 34 and column 13 line 57 - column 15 line 11) 
"an update information receiver for receiving update information from the server 
device;" (column 14 lines 13-36) 

"and an update controller for transmitting the update information received from 

the server device to the client device." (column 15 lines 1-11) 

As per claim 27, Bodnar teaches "the update controller transmits the update 

information received from the server device to the client device at a plurality of 

predetermined times." (Figure 10C, column 40 lines 13-53) 

As per claim 28, Benson teaches "when a client device receives the update 

information from the gateway server device, the client device updates the duplication of 

the structured document stored therein based on the update information received." 

(column 11 lines 5-18) 

As per claim 29, Bodnar teaches "each of the client devices comprises: a 

comparator for comparing the update time of the update information received is later 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,294 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2168 

than an updated time of the structured document currently stored therein;" (Figure 7C 
and column 25 lines 12-35) 

"and a transmission controller for requesting transfer of an updated minimum 
element of the structured document when the update time of the update information 
received is later than the updated time of the structured document currently stored 
therein." (column 42 lines 42-55) 

As per claim 30, Benson teaches "a gateway server device performing protocol 
processing between the server device and each of the client devices," (Figure 2 
reference 34 and column 10 lines 35-53) 

"wherein the server device transmits update information including an update time 
and the updated minimum element to the gateway server device," (column 13 lines 57- 
65) 

"wherein the gateway server device comprises: an structured document storage 
for storing the duplication of the structured document stored in the client device;" (Figure 
2 reference 68 and column 12 lines 52-67) 

"an structured document manager for managing the duplication of the structured 
document for the client device and an update time thereof;" (Figure 2 reference 34 and 
column 1 3 line 57 - column 1 5 line 1 1 ) 

"an update information receiver for receiving the update information from the 
server device; and an update controller for transmitting the updated minimum element 
of the structured document to a client device having the update time of the structured 
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document stored therein, which is later than the update time included in the update 
information received from the server device." (column 14 lines 13-36) 

As per claim 47, Bodnar teaches "A structured document updating method" (see 
Abstract) "in a network composed of a server device and a plurality of client devices," 
(Figure 2 and column 10 lines 23-63, wherein clients are shown in communication with 
a synchronizer in a main PC) "the server device storing a structured document 
composed of a plurality of elements which are hierarchically structured," (Figure 2 
reference 32, 37, and column 1 1 lines 26-49, wherein a Synchronizer dataset stores the 
most up-to-date data for a document) "each of the elements being a constituent unit of 
the structured document," (Figure 5C and column 20 lines 24-38, wherein each element 
of a document is mapped and tracked by the Synchronizer) 

"the method comprising the steps of: at the server device, a) managing an 
update of the structured document using an updated minimum element of the structured 
document, the updated minimum element including an updated portion of the structured 
document;" (Figures 5B, 5C and column 19 line 55 -column 20 line 21, wherein a 
record file is mapped individually) 

"and b) notifying the client devices on the network that the structured document is 
updated when a part of the structured document has been changed." (column 37 line 54 
- column 38 line 14, wherein synchronization support module notifies client of updated 
data) 
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Bodnar does not disclose "each of the client devices storing a duplication of the 
structured document". Benson teaches "each of the client devices storing a duplication 
of the structured document," (column 13 lines 31-56, wherein a local copy of a 
document is stored by a data replication system). It would have been obvious at the 
time of the invention for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Bodnar 's system to 
synchronize data between a synchronizer server and clients with Benson 's method of 
synchronizing exact copies of data from sources to synchronizing clients. This would 
give the user the advantage of improving access time and performance by being more 
exact with the changes to the document, speeding up synchronization. The motivation 
for doing so would be to provide a generalized synchronization model, (column 3 lines 
39-48) 

As per claim 48, Bodnar teaches "at a client device receiving an updated 
minimum element of the structured document from the server device, c) updating a 
corresponding minimum element of the structured document stored therein using the 
updated minimum element received." (Figure 9A reference 910 and column 11-37, 
wherein client accessors provide communication with clients and are directed by a 
synchronizer core to transmit data at updating). 

As per claim 49, Bodnar teaches "in the step (a), the update of the information is 
managed using an update time at which the update of the information occurs, wherein 
the step (b) comprises the step of: transmitting update information to the client devices, 
the update information including the update time." (Figure 10B, 10C, and column 41 
lines 33-56) 
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As per claim 50, Bodnar teaches "at a client device receiving the update 
information from the server device, c) updating the information stored therein based on 
the update information received." (column 42 lines 41-58) 

As per claim 51, Bodnar teaches "the step (c) comprises the steps of: 
determining whether the update time of the update information received is later than an 
updated time of the structured document currently stored therein;" (Figure 7C and 
column 25 lines 12-35) 

"and when the update time of the update information received is later than an 
updated time of the structured document currently stored therein, requesting transfer of 
an updated minimum element of the structured document." (column 42 lines 42-55) 

As per claim 52, Bodnar teaches "an updated minimum unit of the structured 
document is transmitted to the client devices at a plurality of predetermined times." 
(Figure 10C reference 1019 and column 40 lines 45-53) 

As per claim 53, Bodnar teaches "update information is transmitted to the client 
devices at a plurality of predetermined times, the update information including 
identification information identifying an updated minimum unit of the structured 
document." (Figure 10C, column 40 lines 13-53) 

As per claim 54, Bodnar teaches "the update of the information is managed 
using an update time at which the update of the structured document occurs, the update 
information further includes the update time." (Figure 10B, column 39 lines 46-67) 
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As per claim 55, Benson teaches "the network further comprises a gateway 
server device performing protocol processing between the server device and each of 
the client devices," (Figure 2 reference 34 and column 10 lines 35-53) 

"the method further comprising the steps of: at the gateway server device, c) 
managing the structured document stored in each of the client devices;" (Figure 2 
reference 34 and column 13 line 57 - column 15 line 11) 

"d) receiving an update information from the server device;" (column 1 1 lines 5- 

18) 

"and e) transmitting the update information received from the server device to a 
client device." (column 15 lines 1-11) 

As per claim 56, Bodnar teaches "in the step (e), the update information 
received from the server device is transmitted to the client device at a plurality of 
predetermined times." (Figure 10C, column 40 lines 13-53) 

As per claim 57, Benson teaches "at the client device receiving the update 
information from the gateway server device, updating the structured document stored 
therein based on the update information received." (column 1 1 lines 5-18) 

As per claim 58, Bodnar teaches "at the client device, determining whether the 
update time of the update information received is later than an updated time of the 
structured document currently stored therein;" (Figure 7C and column 25 lines 12-35) 

"and when the update time of the update information received is later than an 
updated time of the structured document currently stored therein, using the identification 
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information to request transfer of an updated minimum unit of the structured document 
from the gateway server device." (column 42 lines 42-55) 

As per claim 59, Benson teaches "the network further comprises a gateway 
server device performing protocol processing between the server device and each of 
the client devices," (Figure 2 reference 34 and column 10 lines 35-53) 

"the method further comprising the steps of: at the gateway server device, storing 
the structured document stored in each of the client devices in an information storage;" 
(Figure 2 reference 68 and column 12 lines 52-67) 

"managing the structured document for each of the client devices and an update 
time thereof;" (Figure 2 reference 34 and column 13 line 57 - column 15 line 11) 

"receiving an update information from the server device at which an update of the 
structured document occurs;" (column 14 lines 13-36) 

"selecting a client device having the update time of the structured document 
stored therein, which is later than the update time included in the update information 
received from the server device;" (column 13 line 57 - column 15 line 11) 

"and transmitting the updated minimum unit of the structured document identified 
by the identification information included in the update information received from the 
server device, to the selected client device." (column 14 lines 13-36) 



As per claim 61, Bodnar teaches "A storage medium storing a computer 
program for updating a structured document in a network" (see Abstract) "composed of 
a server device and a plurality of client devices," (Figure 2 and column 10 lines 23-63, 
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wherein clients are shown in communication with a synchronizer in a main PC) "the 
server device storing a structured document composed of a plurality of elements which 
are hierarchically structured," (Figure 2 reference 32, 37, and column 11 lines 26-49, 
wherein a Synchronizer dataset stores the most up-to-date data for a document) "each 
of the elements being a constituent unit of the structured document," (Figure 5C and 
column 20 lines 24-38, wherein each element of a document is mapped and tracked by 
the Synchronizer) 

"the computer program at the server device comprising the steps of: a) managing 
an update of the structured document using an updated minimum element of the 
structured document, the updated minimum element including an updated portion of the 
structured document;" (Figures 5B, 5C and column 19 line 55 - column 20 line 21, 
wherein a record file is mapped individually) 

"and b) notifying the client devices on the network that the structured document is 
updated when a part of the structured document has been changed." (column 37 line 54 
- column 38 line 14, wherein synchronization support module notifies client of updated 
data) 

Bodnar does not teach "each of the client devices storing a duplication of the 
structured document". Benson teaches "each of the client devices storing a duplication 
of the structured document" (column 13 lines 31-56, wherein a local copy of a document 
is stored by a data replication system). It would have been obvious at the time of the 
invention for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Bodnar 's system to synchronize 
data between a synchronizer server and clients with Benson 's method of synchronizing 
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exact copies of data from sources to synchronizing clients. This would give the user the 
advantage of improving access time and performance by being more exact with the 
changes to the document, speeding up synchronization. The motivation for doing so 
would be to provide a generalized synchronization model, (column 3 lines 39-48). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

LaRue etal. (US Patent 6,401,104 B1) 
Vaduvur et al. (Us Patent 6,446,088 B1) 
Beizer et al. (US Patent 6,240,414 B1) 
Bauer et al. (US Patent 5,884,325) 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dangelino N. Gortayo whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7204. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim T. Vo can be reached on (571)272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dangelino N. Gortayo Tim T. Vo 

Examiner SPE 
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